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Last December I attended a public 
meeting in Algona, Iowa, with Senator 
Chuck Grassley. I asked the Senator 
two questions: 1)How many nuclear 
weapons does the United States need 
to be able to deliver against the 
Soviet Union to deter sufficiently 
any preemptive strike, and 2)would 
you as President of the U.S. be able 
with any kind of moral consciousness 
to use a nuclear bomb to destroy a 
whole city and its population indis- 
criminately? 

Grassley's answer to the first 
question was, "I'm just not able to 


Wanswer that today, because of lack 


of preparation on my elees G54 Male suterge 


‘you get to know me, the more you'll 
understand, sir, that I don't try to 


pull the wool over your eyes, try to 
buffalo you, try to mislead you, I 
try to be as intellectually honest 
as I can with you. And this is my 
intellectually honest answer." 

His answer to the second question 
was, "The clearest principle is not 
to signal what might be done. Legally 
I can't even comment on the question." 

Senator Grassley's answers are a 
clear example of how totally our 
political leadership misunderstands 
the realities of nuclear weapons and 
modern warfare, In the early sixties 
Robert MacNamara, Secretary of Defense 
for the Kennedy and Johnson Admini- 
strations, estimated the U.S. had to 
deliver four hundred nuclear warheads 
to Soviet population centers to deter 
sufficientiy any preemptive strike 
by the Soviet Union, The U.S. has 


somewhere in the neighborhood of 


30,000 warheads, And the Reagan Admin-— 


istration wants to add another 17,000 


new nukes to our already excessive 
arsenal, Even the most basic under- 
standing of our nuclear deterrence 
policy rests on our enemy knowing 
exactly what we aregoing to do in 
case of attack, Thus the policy known 
as mutually assured destruction, MAD. 


\Grassley's lack of knowledge of how 


many nuclear weapons are needed, and 
his "clearest principle” display inex- 
cusable ignorance of the basic rudi- 
ments of nuclear war, 

How can a senator be so ignorant? 
This is a senator who routinely votes 
in favor of an ever-growing military 
budget pushing $250 billion a year, 
while cutting needed human services 
and denying farm supports to our 
ailing state farm economy, The answer 
to this paradox lies with the Amer— 
ican public, which has not rethought 


its basic understanding of warfare 


PEARL 


by Frank Cordaro 


since World War II. We are caught in 
an historical image of war the reality 
of which simply does not exist. 

Our defense image can be summed 
up in one historical moment--December 
7, 1941, Pearl Harbor. The "sneak 
attack" by Japan on Pearl Harbor 
has so engraved itself in the psyche 
of our nation that we have measured 
our ability to defend ourselves 
through an exclusively Pearl Harbor 
time-warp, 

For most Americans, history is 
simple with good guys and bad guys. 
Pearl Harbor represents an infamous 
moment in our past when we were 
irresponsible and naive as a nation. 
The world was at war, Hitler was the 
latest in a long line of European 
tyrants kicking up a fuss, Japan 


‘represented the abuses of a regional 


empire unchecked in Asia, The wars 
raging in Europe and Asia were still 
very far away. 

Sure, we had entered Worid War I, 
the “war to end all wars", but despite 
our saving Europe from itself, those 
old problems continued to fester and 
produced Mr, Hitler and Mr. Mussolini. 
We were just beginning to work our- 
selves out of our own depression. 
Peacetime economic recovery depended 
on arms sales to European allies, 
but we thought the oceans would keep 
the rest of the world at a distance, 

But with the attack on Pearl Har- 
bor we were thrust into the larger 
world conflict, completely unprepared 
to meet the challenge, The sleeping 
giant was rudely awakened, The rest 
is history--history as written by 
the winners. 

Our industries rose to the occa- 


sion and built the needed armaments. 
Our boys fought gallantly on two 
fronts, Our leaders »Srought victory 
to our side and promised never to be 
caught unprepared again. 

Without ever seriously questioning 
the means we did what we had to do 
to win the war. As a result, we are 
the only country to use atomic weapons 
on civilian populations-——Hiroshima 
on August 6, 1945 and Nagasaki three 
days later. Einstein, the father of 
the atomic age, remarked, "With the 
splitting of the atom, everything is 
changed except the way we think," 

After the war we immediately 
entered the Cold War period, Our 
mortal adversary was a spreading 
godless Communism directed by the 
Bolsheviks in Moscow. (It should he 
noted that Adolf Hitler rose to power 
in part on an anti-Communist plat- 
form, And weren't the Russians our 


HARBOR 


allies in the war?) So we embarked 
upon a nuclear arms race with the 
Russians without the slightest 
understanding of how much is enough, 
We have taken the initiative in 
every category of this race, The 
Russians have always been behind. 

The fear of another Pearl Harbor 
and our obsession with anti-Communism 
have blinded us to past and present 
realities, We simply do not see the 
bombs, We do not question the morality 
of the arms race, We are unable to 
see our own shortcomings. We are 
a nation of people who comprise 6% 
of the world's population yet consume 
30%-40% of the world's resources. 
This is cheating but we don"t see 
ourselves as cheaters. Any people 
or nation who questions this unjust 
distribution of wealth is labeled 
Communist. All struggles, all con- 
flicts are viewed as part of this 
Fast-West struggle. Our leaders play 
on our fears, and we end up support- 
ing, through military and economic 
aid, governments who are "anti-Commu— 
nist™ but are the worst possible 
oppressors of their own people. In 
what we call the "free world" the 
vich get richer and the poor get 
poorer at an unprecedented rate. 

Our hatred of Communism is so 
blinding we are becoming indeed 
the Russians we fear, 

What we desperately need is a 
clear vision of who we are. As with 
individuals, so with nations, We 
must look within for our own truth. 
To live in fear of another is a 
great threat to faith, since we run 
the danger of blaming our enemies 
for our own shortcomings. Psychia- 


trists have many names for this pro- 
cess of denial: projection, sublima-— 
tion, scapegoating. The Gospel calls 
it Vhadefarth™. 

In recent months United States 
lyishops have taken the lead in call- 
ing us to faith and to a clearer 
vision on nuclear weapons. The 
ground is shifting in the American 
Catholic Church from one of fear 
to one of faithfulnss, We have our 
work cut out for us, but the Spirit 
is moving and she will not be denied. 
We have only to choose which side we 


_ are on: that of a Gospel that calls 


us to care for the poor, to love our 
enemies and to expect persecution ; 
or that of a life based on fear and 
hoarding, up earthly wealth while 
losing our souls through relying on 
the bomb for security.¢ 


QOO0000S8 


can’ Ts 


: | : 


Discussions 


Cult and culture are the.first two 
points in Peter Maurin's program for 
the Catholic Worker Movement. 
Therefore, Mass is celebrated every 
Friday night(unless otherwise noted) 
at the Worker house, 713 Indiana 
(one block north of University) at 
8:00 PM. . 

_ Following the liturgy on alternate 
Fridays, discussions take placé. ~~ 
PLEASE NOTE: Mass is every week, the 
discussions are every other week, 
according to the schedule below. 


All are welcome to join us 
around the Lord's table and for 
clarification of thought. 


APRIL 9--Good Friday; no Mass 
or meeting; join us at 
Creston(see p. 10). 


APRIL 16--Rescheduled for third 
time(and we hope last): Frank 
will discuss "From Hostility 
to Hospitality" from Henri 
Nouwen's Reaching Out, 


APRIL 30--Esther Mehalovich will 
talk to us about how to 
educate for peace. 


MAY 14--Richard will give us a 


review of the social encyclicals, 


with a special emphasis on 
the development of economic 
teachings. 


MAY 28--Jerry Mehalovich will 
bring us up to date on the 
draft issue(if he's not in 
jail). 


via pacis .......... 


by the Des Moines Catholic Worker Con- 
munity, Box 4551, Des Moines, Jowa 50306 
telephone (515)243-0765. Subscriptions 
are free upon request. 
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Catholic- Worker House 
713 Indiana, Des Moines, Iowa 


Monsignor Ligutti House of Hospitality 
1301 8th, Des Mofnes, Iowa 


Lazarus House 
1377 8th, Des Moines, Iowa 


St. Birgitta's Farming Commmity 
Rt. 1, Box 97, Milo, Iowa 


Community: Richard Cleaver, Frank 
Cordaro, Dwayne Grady, Mauro Heck, 
Dottie Lynch, Jerry Mehalovich, 
Marilyn Nevins, Norman Searah, 
Mike Sprong. 
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The community car is getting less than nine miles to the gallon, 
We are in real need of a more efficient car, Running a new water 
line into Lazarus House will cost us $1500, In addition, we will 
need to fix the driveway leading into Lazarus House--right now it 
resembles the Ho Chi Minh Trail, 

Also, the farmers at Rosemount could use a couple of good 
spades and a shovel to start preparing the garden. 

If you can, please be generous with your gifts to the Catholic 
Worker. We really need to finish Lazarus House as soon as possible.... 


nnouncements 


May 1--Statewide Nuclear Freeze meeting. Call Tim Button 
at 515-274-4851, 


June 11-13--International Town Meeting during the UN 
Special Session on Disarmament, Planners are 
hoping for a million people, A bus is planning 
to go from Des Moines; contact Bobbi Welch at AFSC, 
515-274-4851, 

June 14--Also during the UN Disarmament Session, a 
nonviolent Civil disobedience action is planned, 

Tt will consist of a blockade of the UN missions 
of the five major nuclear powers, Nonviolence 
training is required. Contact June 14 CD Campaign, 
339 Lafayette St., New York NY 10012, 212-777-4737, 


Our friend Robert Cook, the Presbyterian minister 
who started Doyle Hansen House of Hospitality for 
Ex-Offenders, has expanded his operation to include 
a bimonthly newsletter devoted to prison issues. We 
urge our readers to subscribe, care of the address 
below, 


BARS & STRIDES 


THE NEWSLETTER OF HANSEN HOUSE OF HOSPITALITY 


Dan Hubig ©1979 


. Are reports of bigger bombs, shrinking 
social services and Moral Majority crusades 
getting you down? Are even your favorite left- 
wing magazines mired in Reagan-esque gloom? 

Well, there is an alternative’ For 16 years, one 
magazine has followed the people who are doing 
something about war, poverty and injustice 
Draft resisters, anti-nuclear protesters, femi- 
nists, conversion organizers, Indian activists, 
the Anti-Kian Network—these are just a few of 
the folks who appear on the pages of WIN 
Magazine every two weeks. Subscribe to WIN 
and get the good news about the growing non- 
violent movement for social change 


1521 6th Avenue, Des Moines, Towa 50314 
VOLUME ONE NUMBER ONE 


MARCH/APRIL 1982 


Subscribe today and beat the bad-news blues! 
Send $20 for a year of WIN, or $11 for a 
6-month taste, or $7 for a sample copy. Send 
your name and address with a check or money 
order to 


WIN/ 326 Livingston St./ Brooklyn, NY 11217 


The Nuclear Arms Race: 


{The following are excerpts from a 
speech given by Leroy Matthiesen, 
Bishop of Amarillo, on February 1 
at St, Ambrose Cathedral here.--Ed. ] 


Though it is the most terrifying 


problem we are confronted with at 
the moment, nuclear weapons, are nat 
the only problem we have. The world 
is currently spending $550 billion 


‘on arms each year, an amount equal 


to the combined income of one-half 
of the world's population, i.e., the 
poor. The leader in arms sales is 
the U.S., accounting for 36% of the 
market. Russia is next, followed by 
France and Great Britain, 
Scientists, physicians, academi- 


‘cians, some military strategists, 


war veterans, the churches, and many 
others are alarmed about the prob- 
Jem that daily becomes more insoluble 
the longer we fail to turn off the 
funding that feeds Pantex and all 
the other arms plants everywhere in 
the world, 

What must we do? what can we do? 
Before attempting answers to those 
questions we must get a clearer pic- 


ture of the dimensions of the current 
‘nuclear arms reace, and we must make 


up our minds about whether in consci- 
ence we can continue to simply watch 
it happen, fund it, and participate 
ili) WE, 

We are now thirty-six years into 
the arms race. Everyone under the 


-age of thirty-six was born into it. 


There is a great danger that we may 
take it for granted. Albert Einstein, 
who helped to make possible the tech- 
nology that led to the explosion of 


| Trinity, the first atomic bomb, at 


Jornada del Musrto in the spring of 
1945, said after that explosion, 
"Everything is now changed except 
our way of thinking." He spent the 
rest of his life warning that we now 
have the capability of destroying 
civilization. His warning has so far 
gone unheeded. 

In our Roman Catholic struggle with 


the issues of war and peace, Vatican II 


issued just one condemnation among 
its many pronouncements, It, was a 
condemnation of nuclear arms as 
instruments of war, Indeed, Vatican 
II specifically said, "We must 
evaluate war with an entirely new 
attitude,” That was in the early 
1960's, Until now, that pronouncement 
and the pronouncements of every Pope 
since Pius XII as early as 1942 have 
largely gone unheeded in the Roman 


Catholic Church. It has been the 

just war theory business as usual, as 
late as December 1981 when Catholic 
Secretary of the Navy John Lehman 
rejected a request of Bishop Thomas 
3, Drury of Corpus Christi and of 
members of the National Conference 

of Catholic Bishops to drop the name 
Corpus Christ, Body of Christ, as the 
name of a hunter-killer submarine; 
and again when our Catholic Military 
Vicar told the chaplains under his 
spiritual care that possession of 
nuclear weapons could be justified 

as a deterrent to war so long as 


serious efforts were being made toward 


nuclear disarmament, That may be an 
acceptable theoretical statement, but 
where are serious efforts being made 
toward nuclear disarmament? 

KEKKKEK 

The question is: how do we in the 
post-modern world get control of the 
technology that we have created? 

You and I must do our share toward 
getting control by persuading our 
friends and neighbors that we are 
dealing here with a religious and 
moral question as well as a political 
question, 

It is a religious question because 
it is a question of how well we are 
discharging our responsibility as 
stewards of God's creation, For that 
we are, as we read in the first pages 
of the Bible. The issue of creation 
is before us. We are the first gener- 
ation that reads the pages of Genesis 
differently from every other genera- 
tion that preceded us. For we have 
the capability of undoing creation. 
The fundamental sin of our generation, 
as George Kennan reminded, is that 
we think we are so important we can 
bring the creative process to an end, 


simply to serve our national needs 
and preserve our national interests. 
There is also a moral question 
here of the gravest kind. We believe 
that we breathe with the very breath, 
the Spirit of God himself. Without 
his sustaining breath we cease to 
live. God is very close to, indeed 
within, every human being. Every 
human life is therefore sacred. And 
so the taking of even one human life 
is a question of enormous moral con- 
sequence, The so-called just war 
theory is based on that premise, and 
so even in war the taking of life 
had to be limited in the extreme(one 
took prisoners, ruled hospital ships 


off grounds for attack, etc.) wcnucity 


was to be avoided(hence the bans on 
chemical and biological warfare), the 
good to be accomplished had always 

to exceed the evil that necessarily 
accompanied war, and so on. 

In the nuclear age, the threat of 
taking human life is on a scale of 
such magnitude that it presents for 
us a qualitatively new moral problem. 
We not only have the moral problems 
of people of past ages--is it ever 


The Moral Demand 


justified to take a human life?--but 


we have the problem of struggling 
with the fact of our ability to take 
it in stupendous numbers, The conse- 
quences of nuclear war are so 
enormous they force us to re-think 
our» moral position. Vatican II did 
not even mention the just war 
theory, so far has the shift in 
thinking gone. 
KEKKKKK 

Most of us live on the premise 
that no one will ever use nuclear 
weapons, With that premise can we 
justify the possession of and the 
threat to use nuclear weapons? Many 
say yes, contending that they are 
are a guaranteed deterrent, More and 
more, however, are beginning to say 
no, for in fact, they point out, they 
cannot serve that purpose into eter- 
nity. Human nature is to uncertain 
to place such high stakes on it. 
Furthermore, our strategy has changed 
from deterrence to first strike. So 
the moral issue is joined, And you, 
each of you, and I must decide if we 
can in conscience to support a nuclear 


arms race that will surely destroy 
us all if we do not end it. 

And there is another side to this 
nuclear coin, The nuclear arms race 
is in fact already destroying us, 
even if we never see another nuclear 
bomb exploded, The arms race is weak— 
ening us economically, It is already 
making Khrushchev's oft-quoted predic- 
tion, "We will bury you," come true, 
It is taking food out of the mouths 
of the hungry. It is depriving the 
poor of our country and of the 
world of housing and clothing and 
medicine, It is forcing one-half of 
the world's people to live ata 
subsistence level. As a Utah house- 
wife put it, it is asking us’ to trade 
our birthright for a mess of missiles. 

KKKKKEK 

The churches have a double duty: 
1)to take their responsibility for 
the society in which they live seri- 
ously and so to try to shape the 
public discussion of what ci Sieriaaiciinitess 
and 2)to guide the conscience of the 
individual faced with any kind of 
decision about any use of force. 

In what direction shculd we shape 
policy in our country? 

1)No further ESCALATION of nuclear 
arms, FREEZE, More are not needed. 
The cost is enormous. The danger is 
real and present. 

2)No USE of nuclear weapons. 

3)We can urge individual initi- 
atives of de-escalation, such as 
the UN Disarmament Conference in June 
and July. 

Many are speaking out. Where are 
we? We have a special challenge, for 
we are the churches that exist in one 
of the two nuclear superpowers. 

The Spirit is obviously moving 
across the land, The direction is not 
yet clear to many of us. We must use 
our reason, we must dialogue, we must 
pray--to transform this moment of 
danger into a new era of hope.+ 
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- SAC Trial 


by Kristin Layng 
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One down, six to go. That's how 
we felt when our trial ended on | 
March 16, Seven of us were on trial 
for violating ban-and-bar letters 
at Strategic Air Command headquarters 
in Omaha by reentering the base last 
December 28, the Feast of Holy Inno- 
cents. 

Bill Basinger, a friend of the 
house from Des Moines, was found 
not guilty of the charge on the 
grounds that his first ban-and=- 
bar letter, received on June 14 at 
the SAC open house, was invalid. 
This was a real victory for the 
group, as well as for Bill,and his 
lawyer, Jackie Bailey. Eight of us 
had been arrested on June 14 during 
Mass at the base chapel, and didn't 
think that we should have been given 
ban-and-bar letters for being on the 
base during an open house. The judge 
now agrees with us. Congratulations, 
slg 


The other six of us, Nanci LaMusga 
and Wayne Zebelman of the Cedar Rapids 


Worker, John LaForge and Barb Katt 
from-Bemidji, Minnesota, Brent 
Vanderlinden of Ames and I, pleaded 
not guilty on the grounds of self- 
defense. We had looked up the 


definition of self-defense in Black's 


Law Dictionary and found five basic 
points that we had to use to prove 
we had acted in self defense: 1) that 
there is certain peril without rea- 
sonable escape, 2)that the defendant 
did not provoke the difficulty, 
3)that the actions of the adversary 
are unlawful, 4)that there is 
immediate danger of bodily harm and 


5) that the defendant's use of "Force" 


was, necessary to avoid danger. 


Each of us took a different point, 
and we called each other to the stand 


to testify about them. We were found 
guilty, but we had a pretty good 
chance to present our case. After 
the trial, which lasted two days, 


we had to stay for another day to 
talk to the probation officers. 
They will do a pre-sentence report 
to give the judge, and we will be 
sentenced sometime next month. _ 
On Wednesday morning, we talked 


to Mike Gooch, a lawyer who has helpeu 


us before, We asked him if he thought 
we could appeal, and he said he , 
thought it was a good idea. We 
probably will. 

. If we can’prove in court that 
sour action was done in self-defense, 
and that the U.S. government's 
military is a danger to its people 
and in direct violation of inter- 
national law, that will be a help- 
ful step. Usually I don't put my 
trust inthe courts, but in this 
case, it might be worth it. We'll 
let you know what happens. 


KKKKK 
World Peace March 


by Mauro Heck 


February 17-19 we had eighteen 
very special guests with our commun- 


ity. The group was different not only 


because they were on foot but espe- 
cially because they were Buddhist 
monks and nuns along with Native 
Americans and people of all back- 
grounds and religions. 

The group is part of the World 
Peace March, which began in San _ 
Francisco October 24 of last year. 
They are one of four different 
groups walking across America, The 
four groups will converge in New 
York in June for the United Nations 


Second Special Session on Disarmament. 
There they will join tens of thousands 
of people from Europe, Japan, Africa, 


and Central and South America, There 
will be international religious 


_ events, massive demonstrations, 


cultural activities and conferences. 
The group with us was remarkable 
for the respect they showed one 
‘another, despite their varied back- 
grounds, Even though it was their 
"rest day", they were never idle, 
but always engaged in somethings 


reading, writing, folding little 

peace cranes, ; . , 
-At each meal they shared a Buddhist 

grace with us, as well as one of 

their monastic customs. When they 

finish eating, the pour a little 

tea or water into the dish, clean 

it with a forefinger and drink it. 

This is to make sure nothing is 

wasted, 

I asked the monks and nuns why 
they shave their heads. We had a 
long discussion about this point. 
The conclusion of the matter was 
this: 1)to offer a sacrifice to 
God, 2)to avoid the human tendency 
of pride in appearance and 3)because 
of class restrictions in traditional 
Japan about how you could wear your 
hair or beard. 

This and many other conversations 
like it kept Richard Cleaver busy 
translating while they stayed with 
ust 

Before they left on the walk I 
decided to take a break and go on 
the walk with them for two days. 
This was the time it took for us 
to get from Des Moines to Newton. 

It was a wonderful experience to 
share deep thoughts during the 

thirty-four miles(and get a lot 
of blisters too). It was not too 
cold, fortunately. : = 

The March always had at the head 
a big banner carried by two people. 
Then. the two Native Americans from 
South Dakota carried their sacred 
pipes. Close behind them one of the 
monks carried another banner that 
said Namu myoho renge kyo. This 
is the Japanese prayer they chant 
continually’ as they walk. Then came 
the rest of the walkers in single 
file, joining in the prayer. 

At the end of the first day out 
from Des Moines we had an Indian 
ritual conducted by the two Native 
Americans, It consisted of smoking 
the peace pipe while saying a 
simple prayer to the Spirit. 

iWlats: march has received very 
warm receptions everywhere they 
have stopped. People seem 
receptive to their message. 

There is no doubt about the good 
reasons they have for walking across 
America in the winter. They tell the 
people they meet that we don't have 
to cause suffering for many genera- 
ions to come by the effects of 
radiation. Put more. simply, we want 
to stop war and make peace + | 
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ELEGY FOR THE FRONT PORCH 


by Richard Cleaver 


Last week I took a bus to Oelwein 
to give the Catholic Worker slideshow. 
just about the time we were entering 
‘arshalltown my mind wandered away 
Yrom the book I was reading and I 
found myself gazing idly at the houses 
‘In the fringes of the town. In the 
jew developments I saw not the 
“fronts of the houses but the backs, 
“nd I noticed, to my mild surprise, 
that every house had a deck extending 
from the back door, I looked across 
the bus at the other side of the 
street and discovered a parallel 
mttern: no front porch. 

After pondering a few moments I 
fecided this architectural phenome- 
jon Was probably not all that new. 
3til11, I couldn't keep my mind from 
chewing it over. What happened to 
front porches? 

It wasn't long before we were in 


the older part of town. Almost every 
nouse more than twenty years old had 


‘sone kind of porch in front. But Il 
noticed that many of those houses, 
too, had decks in back, often with 
fences around them, It seems that 
even where it still exists, the 
institution of the front porch is 
suffering from neglect. So I offer 
this brief tribute before it's too late, 
In the Grinnell neighborhood I grew 
i in, front porches were standard 
equipment, They came in a variety of 
ndels. There were the simple exten- 
sions that went all the way across 
the front of the house. An elaboration 
of this was the screened porch, This 
refinement reduced(although it rarely 
sliminated)the annoyance of bugs. The 
screens could be replaced with windows, 
in winter to conserve heat. More 
pretentious houses had grand classical 
porticoes, sometimes two stories high. 
some houses had a porch on the side 


rather than on the front. Such an 
arrangement still allowed communica- 
tion with the street, however. Some 
houses had pretty small porches, and 
a few(like ours)only had a stoop. 
Only the very poorest had nothing but 
a front step. 

The most stately member of the 
porch fraternity, the envy of all 
other porches and their proprietors, 
were those deep, sparsely-columned 
affairs that covered two or even 
three sides of the houses. In some 
parts of the country these are called 
verandahs. My roommate's New England 
grandmother called hers a piazza. In 
Grinnell, laconic Iowans that we are, 
they are given no greater title than 
the rest of porchdom, A porch of these 
dimensions was incomplete without a 


porch swing. 

None of these were mere architec- 
tural conceits,. Before the days of 
air conditioning, a porch served to 
keep the house cool in summer, and 
no doubt blunted some of winter's 
sting as well, Beyond this, though, 
they had a more important function. 
Here, from May through September, 
the family repaired after supper was 
over, to spend the evening. It was 
a time and place for talking, for 
sharing dreams with the family, for 
trading recipes and gossip(in Grinnell 
we call it "news")with the neighbors, 
for courting, The porch was undeniably 
a “personal space” but it also had a 
public side. It is no accident that 
New Englanders spoke of piazzas——-the 
word means the public square of an 
Itaiian town, I have spent many an 
evening strolling around town or 
riding my bicycle, stopping to 
exchange a few words with friends 


and acquaintances, even strangers, 

as they sat on the porch enjoying 

the cool of the evening. (Perhaps 

the first clue God had that something 
was not right in Eden, while he 
walked in the cool of the evening, 
was when Adam, instead of sitting on 
the porch to greet him, was inside 
at the sewing machine running up a 
pair of trousers,) 

Many of my fondest memories of 
Worker comrades who have moved on 
center on our porches: sitting on 
the couch at 713 Indiana with LeeAnn 
Irwin singing hymns until it got 
too dark to gee the words, and then 
singing from memory; or sitting on 
the Ligutti porch with Peter DeMott 
until midnight, trading my bits of 
Catholic Worker lore for his reci- 
tations of comic verse, At Rose- 
mount the porch approaches the status 
of a verandah, minus the swing, alas. 
Most often there evenings partake 
of the silence, dispensing with talk, 
sitting together and gazing at the 
hills that fall away to the south 
and’ east, or, trying, to pick out 
the steeple of Bauer church five 
miles away on the horizon. 

On First Street in New York, 
where St. Joseph's House is 
located, there are no porches, But 
there are stoops. (The word is a Dutch 
one, which suggests that the stoop is 
an older New York institution than 
even the Staten Island Ferry.) And 
where there is no stoop there is a 
fire escape. On the stoop across from 
St, Joseph's, while I lived there, a 
small group of venerable Italian women 
gathered every warm night to comment 
on all that went on up and down the 
block, A young writer whose apartment 
was directly opposite my room - would 
climb through his window onto the 
fire escape (he taught gymnastics by 
day and could make climbing through 
a windew seem as natural as stepping 
off a curb)to read or just watch the 
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street, And everywhere Dominicans and 
Puerto Ricans, whole families, the 
youngest in the laps of the oldest, 
sat on fire escapes and stoops to 
converse in Spanish about I could 
not tell what. . 

But now we are entering the age 
of the deck. Perhaps we entered it | 
years ago while I wasn't looking. 
The deck is not public, like a 
porch. It is hidden from passersby-- 
in many cases from next-door neigh- 
bors too, The gathering there is not 
open to the happy chance that an old 
acquaintance will come strolling by 
with a bit of "news", or that a gym- 
nastics teacher will share his liter- 
ary aspirations with a stranger. 

The folks sitting on a deck behind 
their house need not be disturbed by 
happenings a few houses down--nor 

can they be entertained or enriched 
by them. No doubt the talk is much 
the same as on the front porches of 
other neighborhoods, but the circle 

is drawn tighter, safer, like a 
purse-string, Our concerns are turned 
in on ourselves, and our community is 
narrow and select. 

I will not be so foolish as to 
say that a return to the front 
porches of America will reverse the 
arms race and end poverty. Perhaps 
the idleness of my mind as I rode on 
in the bus teased the significance 
of the deck too far, But if we can't 
greet a stranger of a summer's night, 
how can we move to friendship?+ 
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God intended the earth and every- 
thing in it for the use of every human 
being and people, Thus, as everyone 
follows justice and unites with others 
in love, created goods should be abun- 
dant and available to all on a reasonable 
basis. Whatever the forms of ownership 
may be, as adapted to the legitimate 
institutions of people according to 
varied and changeable circumstances, 
we must always be attentive to the 
universal purpose that created goods 
were meant for. When using them, we 
should consider our lawful possessions 
not just as our own, but also as 
common property in the sense that 
they should benefit not only ourselves 
but others. 

The right to have a share of 
earthly goods sufficient for oneself 
and one's family Selongs to everyone, 
The Fathers and Doctors d@ the Church 
held this view. They teach us that 
we are obligated to come to the 
relief of the poor, and to do so 
not only out of our superfluous goods. 
Those who are in extreme need have 
the right to take from others* wealth 
what”? is necessary. Since so many 
people in this world suffer from 
hunger, this sacred Council urges 
all, both individuals and govern- 
ments, to remember the saying of the 
Fathers: "Feed those dying of hunger, 
because if you have not fed them you 
have killed them." 


--Vatican Council ITI 
Gaudium et Spes, The 
Pastoral Constitution 
on the Church in the 
Modern World, sec. 69. 
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CW POSITIONS EXPLAINED 


by Richard Cleaver 


I spent the last installment of 
this series talking about how we set 
up for ourselves and for others 
barriers to seeing each other as 
whole people. We must rediscover our 


“variety and richness of character and 


work out a way of letting that vari-, 
ety and those contradictions work s 
together in our personalities. 

What goes for individuals goes 


-for society as well. The Second 


Vatican Council taught us that the 
role 6f the church is to “humanize” 


the world. We cannot do that without 
being human ourselves. But we don't 
need to put off our. work in the world 
till we have become “truly integrated" 
(as current psychological jargon 

.puts it), The same road leads us to 
both goals at the same time. 

I remarked last time that the 
guest for wholeness is not rugged 
individualism but community-—building 
and servanthood to all. We are not 
isolated individuals but members of 
the human species. The Council said: 
"by their innermost nature human 
beings are social beings, and unless 
they relate themselves to others they 
can neither live nor develop their 
potential, And as long as we live 
as servants we have knocked out the 
two props that support the injustice 
of our social relationships: domi--’ 
nance and submission, 

We are so used to basing our 
social life on these two principles 
the we think of them as being not 
only right but natural, It has infil- 
trated every aspect of how we look 
at the world around us, Better, 
stronger, higher, more advanced, 
more up-to-date, more expensive: 
these are words of praise we never 
question, Utter them, and the discus= 
sion ends, We make lists of ten best 


this and ten most that. The Guinness 
Book of World Records is a best-sel- 
ler(that word again!) In many cases 
this seems harmless enough. But it 
spills over into the way we behave 
toward each other. It is only a step 
from the best film of 1982 to best 


language, best religion, best culture-- 


best nation, best army, best bomb. 

And there is a danger that the best 

bomb will soon be the last bomb. 
White over black, male over female, 
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aduit over child, young over old, 
English over Spanish or French, 
straight over gay, rich over poor, 
Catholic over Protestant over Jew 
over Muslim over Hindu and on down 
the line: we make judgments like 
these all the time. Whenever any 
group has power it enforces these 
judgments, whether legally or through 
more subtle means, And all too often 
the goal of the oppressed is merely ; 
1Be) eyeke Gi ies 1 Wests Toe previ- 
ous state of affairs. This may be 
moderated with the language of rights, 
but rights are still something we 

use to protect our status rather 

than bringing wholeness and unity to 
society. 

This ordering of society from top 
to bottom is maintained and strength- 
ened by our passion for dividing and 
classifying people. We set up cate- 
gories and expect everyone we meet 
to fit one or another of them, These 
categories may be class or race or 
religion or sex roles, but they all 
prevent us from seeing each other as 


fully human, To be different in our 
society, no matter what the difference, 
is to be an outcast, After all, our 
industrial method of production 
requires that not only the pieces 
that go into a machine, but the people 
who run the machine, be interchangeable. 
The sense of differentness is 
kept fresh by our constant competi- 
tion; even those who equate Darwin 
with the devil accept his disciples' 
preaching that “survival of the fit- 
test" is the basic commandment in 
social life. Who is aware these days 
that Peter Kropotkin in Mutual Aid 
showed that throughout nature and 
human history sociability and co- 
operation have been at least as impor- 
tant as competition in the survival 
of species? The “law of each against 
all" is now the destructive first 
Yule of industrial society--each man 
against his brother(I use the male 
terms deliberately), "the battle of 
the sexes", the arms race. No coubt 
one reason male homosexuality is so 
fieared and loathed in industrial 


countries, capitalist or Marxist— 
Leninist, is because it raises the 
specter of men loving and working 


gees 
ZONE 


together rather than competing. 

This situation has long been used 
by those in power to maintain their 
dominance, "Divide and rule" was used 
by the British to conquer India, It 
is used by the robber barons of the 
U.S. to keep workers from organizing. 
It is used in prisons to keep inmates 
from demanding decent treatment and 
in politics to keep interest groups 
from seeing connections between iss— 
ues and thus thaking common cause, 

Pope John Paul I1 described the 
situation this way in his second 
encyclical Dives in Misericordia: 
"The desire to annihilate the enemy, 
limit his freedom or even force him 
into total dependence becomes the fun- 
damenta? motive for action; and this 
contrasts with the essence of justice, 
which by its nature tends to establish 
equality and harmony between the 
parties in the conflict." 

The conflict may take different 
forms in different situations, and 
different approaches are necessary. 
It is impossible to prescribe for 
all cases. In keeping with the teach- 
ing just cited, though, we can see 
that if a method "tends to estab- 
lish equality and harmony" it is 
probably just. 

One means that is fashionable now 
but is not just is class warfare. 
Obviously this is merely adopting the 
unjust means of the oppressor——and 
in the end becoming the oppressor. — 
It promises a “quick fix” and an out— 
let for frustration, but no lasting 
justice in society. It goss against 
the Council's teaching that "every 
group must take into account the 


needs and legitimate aspirations of 
every other group, and still more, 
of the human family as a whole," 

We must be careful not to imply 
that class warfare is not a reality 
of life. Dorothy Day used to remind 
us that our guests were for the most 
part "victims in the class war"; but 
she also taught us that adopting 
class warfare ourselves is no differ- 
ent from taking up arms in a “pat— 
riotic” cause. It merely escalates 
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ar, and we have seen that such 
se never brings peace any 

x 

xothy instead reminded us that 
wistian response is to suffer 
Prather to anflict it, Peter 

4 put it neatly when he said we 
Pe "go-givers, not go-getters". 
h restating Christ's teaching 
the one who would be greatest 
‘his disciple must be servant 

2, The collect for peace at 

19 Prayer in the Book of Common 
“ is directed to God “the author 
ce and lover of concord...whose 
ne is perfect freedom", Servant- 
jis indeed freedom, freedom from 
mary roles, freedom from the 

n that demands that we rise on 
lacks of our sisters and brothers. 
the cross, but it is also the 


| 
! 


| 


frection. Te ass) Gatyvainve lens See 
ms reminds us tele oe wate teal | L 

tg that we receive,” 

te suggestion that justice can 
Yfrom taking up the role of ser- 
ot no doubt sound like telling 
ippressed to keep to their place. 
yervice ig not passivity, it is 
Ye love. Willing service to the 
‘st of my brothers and sisters” 

wt slavery to the rich; it is 
ing up the whole society. By 


‘eans we must work for liberation-- 


through solidarity, solidarity 


> everyone. This removes the power 
the oppressor to oppress, since 
“;power is based on fear of harm 
“urselves. Give freely what is 
yired of you, and more, and how 
you be robbed? 
“this seems like weakness in our 
“getitive world--and so it is. 
‘st. Paul reminds us that in 
Riess is our strength, in the 
iy of the Cross is wisdom. That 
jon has its place in this world. 
is our weakness that disarms our 
gies. And what is more necessary, 
first step, than to replace 
dsion and hopelessness with soli- 
\ty and hope? How is any revolu- 
to achieve justice without the 
“jing service of all the people 
how are the people to learn to 
together for justice if warfare, 
ever rooted in "class justice’ (as 
justice could be anything but uni- 


al!)ia ail they know or are allowed 


“now? Willing service, love-in 
jon, is more powerful than any 


weapon because it is more disarming 
than any threat. Pope John Paul II 
calls it mercy and says, "True mercy 
is the most profound source of just- 
ice." And, he says, mercy "is manifes- 
ted in its true and proper aspect 
when it restores to value, promotes 
and draws good from all the forms of 
evil existing in the world and in 
human beings." Mercy makes no enemies 
and so, attracting no revenge, founds 
a lasting revolution, 

This revolutionary theory, of 
course, is rooted in spiritual values. 
It is bathed in the mysteries of faith. 
Its source is the Most Holy Trinity, 
"that inscrutable unity of Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit," in Pope John 
Paul's words, “in which love, contain-~ 
ing justice, sets in motion mercy, 
which in turn reveals the perfection 
of justice." It depends on the vision 
of society not as a machine for pro- 
ducing goods, but as the Mystical 
Body of Christ. If we fall into the 
error of economism, the division and 
competition I described earlier is 
quite functional, We do not need 

to consider the nature of the work 

we give to people, because prosperity 
igs worth any amount of mental illness 
resulting from equating a person with 
his or her productivity or from ignor- 
ing the need of each human being to 
be creative.*ff the mental illness 

is too serious for the worker to 


continue, no matter, the workers are 
interchangeable, we'll get another. 
The same goes, of course, for physi- 
cal breakdowns due to accident, indu- 
strial poisoning inadequate housing 
and clothing or starvation, 

But if we see society as an organ- 
ism, as the Body of Christ, the ill- 
ness of any part affects the whole, 
and injustice done to any part is 
injustice to all. So it is to the 
advantage of all to foster human 
creativity and wholeness, ton let 
work be a celebration of humanity, 
to share, "to laugh with those who 


laugh and weep with those who weep” 
because as Vatican II taught, "in his 
fatherly care for all of us, God 
desired that all human beings form 
one family." 

An impossible, visionary picture, 
you cry. Naturally,‘ it can never be 


achieved without grace and perscnal 
preparation, But Peter Maurin has 
given us a training program which not 
only builds for the future but allows 
glimpses of the Kingdom in the present. 
Peter's "rule" for the CW is “the 
daily practice of the works of mercy". 
The corporal works of mercy are feed- 
ing the hungry, giving doin Eon the 
thirsty, sheltering the homeless, 


clothing the naked, visiting the sick, 
ransoming the captive and burying the 
dead, The spiritual works of mercy 
are instructing the ignorant, couns2l- 
ing the doubtful, comforting the 
sorrowful, admonishing sinners, for- 
giving injuries, bearing wrongs pati- 
ently, and praying for the living and 
the dead, Each of us does some of 
these better and some less weil; 

each has one he or she is incapable 
of; none of us succeeds often enough 
to boast; none of us, thanks to 

God's grace,fails often enough to 
despair, Because we do them ourselves 
rather than paying the State or some 
private charity to do them for us, 
there are plenty of hard times; but 
because we do it for love, and not 
for money, we get much in return, 
There is no glamor, but there is the 
vision of "a new heaven and a new 
earth wherein justice dwells," the 
vision of “a Kingdom of truth and 
life, a Kingdom of holiness and grace, 
a Kingdom of justice, love and peace,” 
the vision of the Day of the Lord 
when “everyone beneath her vine and 
fig tree shall sit, and they shall 
study war no longer." We are social 
revolutionaries, to-be sure; we 
‘hunger and thirst for justice" and 
we work for it too; but we know from 
personal experience what the Pope 
teaches, again in Dives in Miseri- 
cordia: "Love conditions justice 

and in the final analysis, justice 
serves love. The primacy and the 
superiority of love over justice-- 
this is a mark of the whole of 
revelation--are revealed precisely 
through mercy." + 
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by Jerry Mehalovich 


The dictionary defines care as 
"suffering of mind, grief" and 
“disquieted state of blended uncer- 
‘ainty, apprehension and responsi- 
pflity". The word is rooted in the 
rild Gothic "kara" which means lament. 
-“nken in this sense, to care for 
Semeone would mean to put yourself 
a. their struggle, It means you are 
amptied enough to let him or her 
-.to your world to share their ex- 
verience., Henri Nouwen calls it 
Mmutual vulnerability”. i 

Often we run from that much 


cnenness, choosing a quick cure 
rather than investing ourselves in 
tie responsibility of caring. 

Cure without care detaches us from 
the problem and insulates us from 
feeling the burdens of each other, 
1f we are ever to heal ourselves and 
enjoy human solidarity, there must 
be a union of our suffering. That 
union takes place when we care and 
it enables us to share life more 
fully. With the strength provided by 
a caring community we are able to 


confront a system which can no longer 


cure the ills it causes, 

Presently at the Worker we have 
a rather small number for this task, 
which is the heart of the task of 
building the Kingdom. But we are 
growing and the newest community 
member is Dottie Lynch. She has 
restored to us the much-needed 
female perspective which we had 
been without for a while, We welcome 
her. In what we hope is a sign of 
the future, Chris Murphy, formerly 
of Loaves and Fishes house in Ames, 
is here to check us out. 

Duane is still plugging away at 
the Iowa Peace Network and keeps a 
smile handy for whenever needed. 
Also he has made a great vegetable- 
gieaning contact. In the department 
of vegetable growing, Richard has 


begun planning the garden at the 
farm,.fle could use some cooperation 
from nature, Mike will also help out 
on the farm this year. Maybe he'll 
perfect bilocation by planting time 
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community 


so he can live up here at the same 
time, 

Norman has been breaking in Lazarus 
House by doing a lot of hospitality 
for visitors to our houses. 

Mauro is attempting to get permis- 
sion from the officials to stay in 
the U. S. and study. I hope he gets 
a chance to see an Iowa summer again 
after surviving this winter. 

Frank has been on the circuit 
lately, giving a lot of talks. We 
miss him when he's gone and hope 
that his schedule will thin out, 

Marilyn keeps alert with her happy 
conversation and can play a pretty 
mean piano on Saturday night. As for 
myself; I've been trying to learn 


guitar. Maybe Marilyn and I wilk be 

“able to jam sometime. I'm also glad 
this article is finished at last. 
Peace. 


HOSPITALITY 


by Norman Searah 


GAS — FOOD 
LODGING 


NEXT RIGHT 


I've been doing hospitality in 
lots of different ways in the last 
several years, and lots of it has 
been outside the CW, I thought I 
would share some of them with you. 

For instance, a couple of us from 
here went to the 1980 Black Hills 
Survival Gathering in South Dakota. 
While I was there I learned about the 
different struggles that people are 
going through around the world and 
how we can help, and about what our 
government is doing to American 
Indians and other peoples, Yet while 
I was learning and meeting people, 

I also watched over the camp that a 
few Iowans had set up and generally 
kept things going smoothly. 

My next bit of hospitality away 
from the CW took place around Thanks- 
giving of 1980. I went with the Appa- 
lachia Committee from Lowa State 
University to help the people of ithe 
Appalachians prepare themselves for 
winter and to help a group of visiting 
nurses. I went with the group that 
helped the nurses. We went to Lend- 
A-Hand which is in Walker, Kentucky, 
We lived and worked there for a week. 
We helped rebuild a barn and visited 
people who live in the hills, hollows 
and valleys around Lend-A-Hand, 

It was good because there was a lot 
to do, and because we learned a lot 


about the people while sharing 


_ourselves with ‘then, 


The most recent time I did , 
hospitality away from home was ff 
last summer when I went to the 7? 


Rainbow Gathering. While I was 

there I helped feed the thousands 

of people at the Gathering, helped 
teach some things, and did security. 

At the same time I Iearned about > 
other faiths, lifestyles and some- 


thing about myself, I find that 
whenever I do hospitality outside 
of the Catholic Worker people become 
more awar2 of the kind of work we 
do here and somehow they wish they 


could do the same, ' 7 
For a couple of our past guests 
this wish has come true. One of obs 
these is Stephanie, She helps out se 
by taking in people for extended s 
hospitality until the person is y 
on their own feet. Some time ago . 
Stephanie said that she might E = 
open a hospitality house some day SPS 
for gays, somewhat like Bob Cook _ 
did for ex-convicts. a = 
I also have another friend whose * 
name is Mrs, Good, She lives just . : 
north of Lazarus House, For many a 
years Mrs. Good has been doing eh 
hospitality for old veterans. 
She says that she used to take care 
of five or six but since she's isc 
getting old now she takes care of its 
just one, : De 
I know I'll have more chances to Bsc 
do hospitality outside of the a 
houses here. I'm hoping to go to . 
New York in June for the Disarma- 
ment Session at the United Nations 4 
and to take a vacation to be with 
my mother and family, and I'm sure { 
good things will happen as they did 
on my other trips away. 
I would like to share one thing 
I've learned from these experiences 
before I close, The Lord has taught 
me that if you have hope, even if 
its the size of a mustard seed, and 
if you keep it, work with it and 
never throw it away, it'll grow 
for you.* 
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Ml the signs of spring are in 
air, yet trailings of winter lin- 
om, like our high heat bills, I 
lly don't know how folks in our 
thborhood can keep up with their 
bills and try to meet the rising 
of other basic necessities, 
winter is not without its heroes. 
mn surprised us all. When the 
ary heat bills arrived, the 
for Lazarus House was lower than 
{October one. I. thought there must 
#mistake since in all of January 
jad only two days above freezing. 
jiscovered Norman had kept the 
‘mostat at 58° during the day and 
jat night! Thank you, Norman, for 
more story in the ongoing saga 
etrying to resurrect Lazarus Houses 
ireally believe we are closing in 
“this two-year effort. The biggest 
s Our Lady's Immaculate Heart 
r) 


mch in Ankeny has taken us on as 
pecial Lenten project. They hope 
raise the funds needed to complete 
We esha of the house and contract 
work with skilled labor from 

“ir parish, They are heaven-sent! 
jwill still be in need of running 
few water line from the street to 
house, which will cost $1500. 

tase consider donating to this 

Pr. We really need to be in this 
ase before the summer guest load 

ms US. 

Despite being unfinished, Lazarus 
‘Sse has already served us well in 
Jae of hospitality. The World 
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‘ace March(see page 4)slept there 
‘ile they were in Des Moines, and 

me folks from Dubuque who were here 
‘7a La Leche League conference 

‘med there for the night. 

It was also home for six visitors 
‘om Marquette University who were 
ere as part of a volunteer program 
rt up by campus ministry there to 
2t students into direct ministry. 
wing their spring break. We have 
pe DaVia, my co-founder who is now 


wmning the campus ministry volunteer 


what’s 


by Frank Cordaro 


programs for Marquette, for this 
great contact, 

During the same week, Fr. Mike 
Librandi brought five men from his 
“exploring ministries" community in 
DeKalb, Illinois. This is a household 
of undergraduates at Northern Illinois 
State who live together and do diff- 
erent ministries. 

In addition to much labor around 
the houses, the groups had a full 
slate of other activities including 
an "Oust Watt" demonstration, The 
Secretary of the Interior was in 
town March 9 selling his rape-the- 
heartland poiicies. For most of our 
visitors this was the first time on 
a picket line, To help pull off 
the action, Steve Marsden, a community 
member and editor of via pacis from 
times past, reappeared. We see too 
little of him and his sidekick Rebecca 
Rosenbaum since they went to South 


VS. # 
Dakota. We hope spring will bring 
them around more often, = : 
Another man from our past, Peter 
DeMottyspent a couple of days in Des 
Moines on his way to visit his 


mother in Omaha, The effervescent 
Peter plans to head back east to 

check out the community at Jonah 
House, We are still hoping he recon- 
siders and locates himself in this 
region to help with the SAC campaign, 
Speaking of SAC folks, Fr. Paul Kabat, 
John LaForge, and Barb Katt all have 
come through on their way to court 


dates(see page 4). 
After a number of cancellations, 


WHOEVER DOES NOT UNDERSTAND 
THAT WHEN IT COMES TO NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS THE WHOLE CONCEPT OF 
RELATIVE ADVANTAGE IS ILLUSORY 
—WHOEVER DOES NOT UNDERSTAND 
THAT WHEN YOU ARE TALKING 
ABOUT ABSURD AND PREPOSTEROUS 
QUANTITIES OF OVERKILL THE 
RELATIVE SIZES DF ARSENALS HAVE 
NO SERIOUS MEANING—WHOEVER 
DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
DANGER LIES NOT IN THE POSsI- 
BILITY THAT SOMEONE ELSE MIGHT 
HAVE WORE MISSILES AND ‘WARHEADS 
THAN.WE DO BUYIN THE VERY 


my younger yet just-as-—infamous 
brother Tom finally appeared for 

a Friday night discussion, He 
shared his unique tax-resistance 
case. Tom is a campus minister at 
ISU and has refused for three years 
to pay income tax for war, The IRS 
asked the parish to garnish his 
wages, and the parish refused, This 
church-state confrontation has made 
national news, They say the family 
that prays together stays together. 
We Cordaros have always prayed toge-~ 
ther and in the past couple years 
have started to resist together, We 
have never been closer. 

Lana and Steve Jacobs and their 
two children Heather and Rachel from 
Columbia, Missouri, visited us March 
19, the Feast of St, Joseph, patron 


of the CW. I did my first jail time 
with Steve in D.C. for blood spilling 
at the Pentagon in 1977, Lana is an 
old-time CW from St, Louis. They now 
operate a free clinic and plan to 


{continued on next pagel 


EXISTENCE OF THESE UNCONSCION- 
ABLE QUANTITIES OF HIGHLY 
POISONOUS EXPLOSIVES, AND THEIR 
EXISTENCE, ABOVE ALL, IN HANDS 
AS WEAK AND SHAKY AND UNDEPEND- 
ABLE {AS THOSE OF OURSELVES OR 
OUR ADVERSARIES OR ANY OTHER 
MERE HUNAN BEINGS: WHOEVER 
DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THESE 
THINGS IS NEVER GOING TO GUIDE 
US OUT OF THIS INCREASINGLY 
DARK AND MENACING FOREST OF 
BEWILDERMENTS INTO WHICH WE 


HAVE ALL WANDERED. 
= KENNAN 


{continued from previous page] 


open a soup kitchen soon, 

The Mass of the feast had a special 
touch, as the musicians from Holy 
Trinity parish(where Rosemount is 
located)and the nighboring Melcher- 
Bauer parish came to lead our singing. 
Richard has been singing with them 
during the parishes’ Lenten renewal. 
The celebrant was Fr. John Zeitler, 

a former CW staff persm and rfow a 
free lance in social justice. ~ 

Gary Donatelli of the New York 
CW is on pilgrimage again and stopped 
off all too briefly on his way west-- 
to New York. Richard gave hima list 
of places to visit in Japan en route, 
and wheedled out of him the drawing 
on page 5(it took the New York house 
five years to get him to submit work 
to The Catholic Worker). 

And Tim Heller, in town to see his 
folks, stopped by to chat, He once 
lived with us and hopes to start a 
house in.Cincinnati with his fiancee. 
He asked me if married couples could 
start CWs and I told him only fools 
started them--fools for Christ. I 
suppose one 
just as well as single and foolish. 

Ronald Reagan came to town Feb- 


ruary 9 and 3000 protesters turned 
out: in subzero weather, The rally at 
the foot of the Capitol was sponsored 
by the same groups that called together 


the great Solidarity Day rally in D.C.-- 


a mix of church, union and peace groups. 
Bishop Dingman got a standing ovation 
at Saint Ambrose after telling the 
folks that it was “right and just" 
that he march start from inside the 
Cathedral. He and Don Manworren had 
issued a statement to the President 
the day before; the text is on page 
11 at the end of this article. 

That same week Bishop Matthiesen 
of Amarillo spoke to a full house at 
the Cathedral. He is known for his 
call to workers in the arms factory 
at Pantex to reconsider their jobs. 
Excerpts from his talk are on page 3. 
He also told how moved he was after 
visiting Fr. Larry Rosebaugh,omi, in 


jail after he and seven others were 
arrested for trespassing and praying 
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can be married and foolish, 


at Pantex. Bishop Hunthausen has 

also spoken of being challenged by 
those who risk jail to express their 
deep fears over the arms race, We 

are looking forward to a time when 

a Bishop or two will join us over the 
fence at SAC, The time is not far off-- 
Bishop Hunthausen is practising tax 
resistance already. 

The Iowa Réesisters had a chili 
dinner fundraiser March 7, About a 
hundred folks showed up. There were 
six public resisters on hand, among 
them Rusty Martin, fresh from being 
elected to a second term as president 
of the UNI Student Association. Con- 
gratulations, but don't let electoral 
politics suck you in. The music was 
provided by--who else?--our own 
Joan Baez, Kristin Layng. 

The National Association of Atomic 
Veterans started a state chapter here 
in Iowa with an all-day workshop 
February 14, Mike Sprong was one of 
about fifty people attending. The 
state rep is Sam Morris; write to 
him at 420 N, 2nd, Carlisle IA, 
50047, for more information. 

The Iowa Citizen/Labor Energy 
Coalition held their annual conven- 
tion here in Des Moines on March 6, 
with Richard as our delegate. This 
is one of the few groups in the state 


photo by Peter Dubec 


that brings together labor, religious 
and environmental groups under one 


banner to work together against the 
big oil and utility companies. To 
join the work contact Tami O'Dell 
at PO Box 2057, Des Moines IA, 5031ij 
515-262-9571, 

We observed Ash Wednesday with 4 
silent vigil outside the Welman 
Dynamics plant in Creston, where thegS 
outer casing for the cruise missile 
is made. The town of Creston depends 
on this $8,2 million first—strike 
contract; 500 people work there. Fr 


Tom Coenen’ was with us and asked us 
over for hot chocolate after the 
vigil, It was a cold day and it reali 
hit the spot. j 

We will continue our Lenten obser 
vance at Wellman's on Good Friday. 
Starting at noon, and lasting till 
3:30 PM there will be a vigil and 
leafletting. The night before, Holy 
Thursday, we will once again have 
the reading of the Passion at Liguti 
House at 11 PM followed by an all- 
night vigil outside to Polk County 
Jail. This vigil (lasting till 7 AM) 
has takem place for the last six ye 

Also coming up is Tax Day, April 
15, This year there will be two actis 
From noon to 1 PM the Iowa Peace Net 
work is sponsoring a Grain and Seed 
Tax Witness. They hope to pay their 
tax directly to the IRS in grain ani 
seeds, thereby not giving the Feds 
a chance to use their money for 
tools of war. Then at the Main 
Post Office we will leaflet for 
the sixth year starting at 7 PM 
and going till midnight, 

Everyone is welcome to partici- 
pate in any of these activities, For 
more details call us at the Cw, 

Tonight is the: second anniversary 
of the killing of Archbishop Romero, 
Two years after this martyred saint# 


Ve 


plled his beloved country still 
s great violence from its U.S.- 


imilitary. Sr. Gwen Hennessey 


~Catholic Peace Ministry has 
seeping us up to date on events 


tral America, If you are in 

rea you should consider -getting 
# Peace Ministry's mailing list: 
sand Ave., Des Moines, IA 50312, 
t out for breakfast with 

e Colonnese of the Davenport 

se, Mike started the Committees 
idarity with Central America 
jthat put out an excellent, 

Mate newletter. He will soon 
wing the country with his 

Moran son whose visa has expired. 
Wipes to relocate in Mexico, work 


directly with refugees and start a 
news wire with reliable stories of 
the revolutionary efforts. COSCA 
national office will remain at 
1307 Bridge, Davenport, TA S28 0RF 

I wrote this column on a layover 
between speaking gigs. Of the six 
weeks of Lent I will have been on 
the road four giving talks on the 
bomb and sharing about the CW. It’s 
a good rest for me, and folks seem 
more willing to listen to an outsider 
than someone from their own community. 
It's also a good rest for the rest of 
the CW community. I'm really welcomed 
back warmly, though--if only to pay 
the bills that have built up while 
I was awayl+ 


n 
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A climate of war creates its own horizons, its own 
justification and method. Subjected to such an 
atmosphere for a long period of time, men come to 
accept it as normal und self-evident; they create a 
logic that suits their state of soul, They create tools 
of violence as entirely normal methods of dealing 
with “the enemy;” once created, the tools are used 
with ever-increasing ease. Peaceableness, com- 
muilledtion with others, discussion, public candor 
~ these are less and less trusted as methods of 
dealing with human differences... ln such an at- 
nospbere, men gradually come to accept a totally 
different version of buman life. Such mien live in 
the dream-world of the schizotd or the adolescent 

_ The stranger becomes the enemy. The enemy 
is everywhere. And almost inevitably, as the com- 
plexities of human relationships merge into the 
single tmage of the enemy, a complementary image 
of ourselves arises. We become the beleaguered 
defenders of all that is good and noble in life, the 
society whose interventions are always governed by 
superior wisdom, whose military might serves only 
the good of humanity. 


Daniel Berrigan 
(From They Call Us Dead Men) 


Message for 
the President 


{The following is a joint statement 
made by Bishop Maurice Dingman and 
Rev. Donald Manworren of the Iowa 
Inter—Church Forum at a press confer- 
ence February 8, the day before 

Pres. Reagan's visit to Iowa--ed, ] 

We speak with the expectation that 
we will be heard by President Reagan 
as he has heard others, 

We share with our President a 
common love for this nation, its 
future, and its responsibility for 
peace, justice, economic well- 
being, and freedom throughout the 
world. 

In the spirit of this common 


\ vision and hope, we express our dis-— 


may and disagreement with regard to 
the course our nation is upon, 

We are especially joined together 
in our alarm over the development 
and growth of nuclear weapons, The 
nuclear arms race has become a 
series of mutual death threats among 
the super powers, The devastation of 
human civilization is now a real 
possibility; but it is so far heyond 
our experience and our images of war- 
fare that we are barely able to res-— 
pond to that reality. : 

We affirm that as a people of 
faith we are called to be peacemakers, 
Peacemaking means the establishment 
of national and world communities 
which foster social justice and 
human dignity. Therefore, it is 
fundamental that any use of our 
resources in a way that seriously 
disrupts or prevents programs of 
human development must be challenged 
(Proverbs 14:31). 

The tragedy of the congressional 
budget battles is that programs for 
food education, income security, ho 
housing, renewable energy, interna- 


tional development, etc., are strugg- 
ling to stay alive, The arms race is 


their primary competitor for funds. 
We are discovering, as more of our 
national resources are shifted to 
the military, that weapons are thus 
able to destroy people even as they 
are being built and stockpiled, 

A national program which draws 
our resources and aggravates our 
economic problems without improving 
the lives of our people is not contri- 
buting to our society. The nuclear 
arms race itself is the greatest 
threat to our security. Moreover, 
the strongest military in the world 
cannot save us if the social fabric 
of our nation is left to rot. 

We call upon our President, Ronald 
Reagan, to move to the forefront of 
the effort to end the nuclear arms 
race, and to begin now the process 
of nuclear disarmament, Let us turn 
the resources of this great nation 
to the restoration of our economy 
and the upbuilding of our people's 
lives, Lét our assistance to other 
nations promote justice and develop- 
ment, rather than military might. 

Our faith causes us to believe 
that security is not to be found in 
the power to destroy but’ in the 
quest for a world where all life is 
respected as sacred. 

page jl 


senbey UOT}OeII0D ssexrppy 
BHO] ‘Soupoy seq 


Wealth-Prcducing Maniacs 
When John Calvin 
legalized moneylending 

at interest 

he made the bank account 
the standard of values. 
When the bank account 
became the standard of values, 
people ceased 

to produce for use 

and began 

to produce for profits. 
When people began 

to produce for profits 
they became 
wealth-producing maniacs. 
When people became 
wealth-producing maniacs 
they produced 

too much wealth. 

When people found out 
that they had produced 
too much wealth 

they went on an orgy 

of wealth destruction 

and destroyed 

ten million lives besides. 
And fifteen years after 

a world-wide orgy 

of wealth and life 
destruction 

millions of pcople 

find themselves victims 
of a world-wide depression 
brought about 

by a world gone mad 

on mass-production 

and mass-distribution. 


PETER MAURIN 


